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Sir Knights, Brothers all,
I have to confess I do not understand; how God was willing to send His
only Son to die for me? How also did Jesus, confronted with inevitable
painful death, obediently agree? I do not understand the agony of the Father
and every angel in heaven as they watched Jesus suffer and die. I do not
understand the intense love for me and you that kept Jesus on the cross until
His "end." His intense love demonstrated by leaving His beloved Mother
Mary to us. Do we reflect upon the impact this had on his Mother? I am
very much touched by imaging Mary's perspective on this day when on the
cross Jesus tells Her "Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the
disciple, John, “Behold, your mother.” Difficult to imagine the thoughts
and emotion at the foot of Jesus’ bloody cross as He addressed his mother.
Mary’s life soon coming to an understanding of all that was meant to be.
Pause for a moment and feel what Mary must have felt seeing her beloved,
sinless son tortured so undeservedly. As the sword pierced the side of
a suffering, suffocating Jesus so did the sword pierce the heart of Mary.
Their souls however would remain intact. This devoted mother torn apart
by standing by watching her dying son, incapable of stopping His agony at
the same time understanding His prophesy. Jesus uses the term “woman”
when speaking to His mother not out of disrespect but because the term
“mother” at that moment would have been too intense. She is now the
mother of us all just as John, a mere human disciple, substitutes for our Lord
as Mary's caretaker. What responsibilities were placed upon them, at the
request of our Lord for all humanity? How deeply moving. The Spirit ever
present especially at that moment of passion, torment, and sorrow.
As Easter Sunday approaches we can rejoice with our Beloved Mary,
“woman” of all women, that her son has resurrected. Though His reappearance short lived, Mary is now comforted with the understanding of their
glorious roles.
May you find peace, health and joy this Easter.
Vivat Jesus,

Antonio Artola

WHY DID HE DIE?
"Why did Jesus have to die on the cross?" That question might come to mind
after listening to the account of the suffering and death of the Lord (Matthew
26:14-27:66) that will be read this coming Palm Sunday of the Lord's
Passion.
We have heard that Passion reading every Palm Sunday and every Good
Friday of our church-going lives. We have been looking at crucifixes in our
homes and in our churches since we were children. We simply know and
accept the fact that Jesus died on the cross. But suppose we had to answer
that obvious question, "Why, why did Jesus have to die on the cross?" How
might we respond?
We might say that Jesus died to open the gates of heaven that had been
closed since the sin of Adam. However, that response does not paint a very
merciful picture of God. It also seems to contradict the parables of Jesus.
For example, in the parable of the Forgiving Father also known as the parable
of the Prodigal Son, the father keeps the door wide open even after the
younger son spurns his father and leaves home.
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We might answer that Jesus died to save us from our sins. But what
exactly does that mean? We still sin, and sin continues to hold sway in
our world. We are not saved from the effects and power of sin. As St.
Paul wrote in his Letter to the Romans, "For I do not do the good I want,
but I do the evil I do not want. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me." (Romans 7:19-20)
We might respond that Jesus died so that he might win us God's
forgiveness. Yet if we believe that God's mercy and forgiveness are freely
given to sinners, why would Jesus have to shed his blood before God
would shed his mercy on the world. Furthermore, in his ministry Jesus
offered forgiveness freely, without making demands.
We might say that Jesus died to show us that suffering is part of
life, even good people suffer. Yet we did not need Jesus to illustrate that
fact. All we have to do is listen to the news; all we have to do is look
around our neighborhoods.
We might reply that Jesus died to teach us that if we want the glory
of Easter we have to pay the price of Good Friday. However, such an
explanation seems to imply that salvation is something we buy with our
suffering. Salvation is a grace, not something earned by the sufferings
we endure or the good works we do.
We might say that Jesus died to demonstrate that life is not fair. As
much as we might like to think that good people are rewarded and evil
people are punished, that is not always true. We did not need Jesus to
suffer and die to teach us something we learned on the school playground.
While all those explanations are incomplete they do contain
elements of truth that help us to understand the mystery of the Lord's
suffering and death.
Perhaps we might say that Jesus died on the cross because he would
not deny his identity as God's Beloved Son; because he refused to
abandon his mission of proclaiming the Kingdom of God; and because
his love for the Father and his love for others was even greater than his
love for life.
This Sunday we are challenged to consider our answer to the
question, "Why did Jesus have to die on the cross?" We are challenged
to consider the mystery and meaning of the Lord's Passion and Death.

ASSEMBLY OFFICERS 2016-2017

Birthdays
Congratulations to the Brother Sir Knights who celebrate their
birthdays during the month of April.
John Angelo
Antonio Artola
Keith Ahearn
Vincent Barra
Christopher Berry
Alexis Bogaenko
Joseph Eitner
Deacon Robert Glasner
Vincent Gorski
Michael Guastella
Robert Hibler
Louis Iozia
Gerard Jacob
Richard Kritzer
James Keegan
Peter Oprysko
Rev. Rodolfo Osorio
Wayne Paulter
Jerryl Pulis
Harry Semus
George Vallone
John Viviani

COLOR CORPS MEMBERS NEEDED
Attention Sir Knights, especially newer members. Many of the Color
Corps members have “aged out” and can no longer carry out the duties
of the Color Corps. All of you have seen the admiration and respect
engendered when the corps performs at a ritual.
If you are physically able consider becoming a member of the
corps. Contact Color Corps Commander Lou Iozia at 973-208-7989 or
iozia15@optonline.net to join or if you have questions. Think about it!
Please save the dates for these upcoming events:
‐ Third Tuesday of each month – Officer’s meeting at Fair Lawn‐
Fourth Tuesday of each month – Business meetings at designated
Councils.
*See any of our members for more information on any of these
events.
‐ In order to continue to raise funds for our important endeavors, it is
critical that we recruit new members. Please try to introduce yourself
to someone and inform him about the types of things we do. Also,
please patronize our advertisers. Lastly, it is also our patriotic duty to
remember our Veterans this month who fought for our freedom. Purchase some flags which are available.
Also, To all Councils that belong to our Assembly: We will
be seeking permission from each Grand Knight to attend a meeting to
recruit Sir Knights to join the Fourth Degree as well as the Color Corp.
Please note that we are in desperate need of recruiting new membership
of the Color Corp. Due to the overwhelming number of callouts, we
are experiencing difficulty in accommodating each request.

LIAISON OFFICERS

Faithful Friar
Faithful Navigator

Unassigned

Faithful Admiral
Faithful Captain
Faithful Pilot
Faithful Comptroller
Faithful Purser
Faithful Scribe
Faithful Inner Sentinel
Faithful Outer Sentinel

Sal La Rosa
Ken Schmitt
Michael Maione
George Thompson, Jr., PFN
Joseph Scopac, PFN
Peter Revie
Anthony Scillia
Nicola Loconsole
James Hans

Antonio Artola

Faithful Trustee ( 3 yrs)
Faithful Trustee ( 2 yrs)
Faithful Trustee ( 1 yrs)

Giuseppe Soriano, PFN
Robert Gambino, PFN

Color Corps Commander Louis Iozia

201-475-0970
201-847-0018201-307-9637
201-666-2857201-445-9835
201-796-2371
201-307-1953
201–300-1710
917-576-9820
201-264-7749
973-427-2591
201-315-7017
973-208-7989

LIAISON OFFICERS 2016-2017
1736 Ridgewood
2188 Westwood
2853 Fair lawn
3962 Ramsey
4686 Park Ridge
5257 Waldwick
5427 Washington Twp
5498 Midland Park
5846 Oakland
6033 Upper Saddle River
11889 Saddle River
13678 Wyckoff

Michael Dougherty
James Sok
Antonio Artola
Charles Campbell
Ken Schmitt
Charles Kelly
Alfred Lombardi, PFN
George Thompson, Sr, PFN
George Vallone
Edward McCaffrey
Mark Murray
Robert Ringley

201-612-3919
201-664-5467
201-475-0970
201-327-3944
201-307-9637
201-652-8116
201-664-7873
201-445-8446
201-337-1158
201-825-1342
201-574-5728
201-891-2021

The position of Liaison Officer is important. The above list is
correct as far as known. Please make any changes for 2014-2015
known to the Navigator or The Patriot Editor (Ken Kaphammer
201-664-0097 – kenkaphammer@verizon.net).

MASS AT PARAMUS VETERANS HOME
There are many Catholic Veterans in residence at the Paramus
Veterans Home. Several of them are disabled and need assistance
in getting from their quarters to the location where the Mass is
celebrated and after the Mass to return to their quarters.
Members of councils and assemblies in the Bergen
Federation have been providing this assistance at 10:00
a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month. More
Knights are needed to provide this assistance, since
the health and physical capabilities of many of the
long-timers precludes them from providing this act of
charity.
This is an informal process, just show up at the Paramus Veterans Home
and lend a hand pushing a wheelchair. Eucharistic ministers are also
urgently needed.

The office of Liaison Officer, while appointed by 4th Degree members
of individual councils, is important. Their duty it to report on the
activities and goals of the Assembly to their council and to report about
their council activities of interest to the Assembly. It is noted that less
than half of the assigned Liaison Officers actually attend the Assembly
meetings. This is a serious default in our connection to the councils
that belong to our Assembly.

FLAGS FOR SALE
The Joseph F. Lamb Assembly has
American Flags available for sale.
They are 3 x 5 foot and include a Gold
Eagle, 6-foot pole, mounting bracket and etiquette booklet. Cost is
$19.00 per set. Show your patriotism. Spread the word and support your Assembly. Contact George Vallone at
201-337-1158.

E-Mail: mirag@verizon.net
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Help save the postage in mailing
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Send your card along with your
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P.O. Box 148
Ridgewood, NJ 07451
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One of the things that sets the Knights of Columbus apart from
other organizations is our Protocol. Many of the Rules of Protocol that
we follow were explained when we took our First Degree. Sometimes,
we forget the way that we should conduct ourselves during a meeting.
The Faithful Navigator is the presiding officer during the meeting
and he must keep control of the meeting. With the cooperation of the
membership, the meetings can flow quickly and efficiently. If a member wishes to speak, he does so by rising from his seat, addressing the
chair with “Faithful Navigator” and saluting at the same time. The
Faithful Navigator will return the salute and acknowledge the member.
All questions and speech are directed through the chair.
There may be other situations that arise that are not covered by a
rule. But by applying common courtesy to each other, we cannot go
wrong. Finally, we should show proper consideration for the office
represented by the person.

Address for March Meeting
The April 25 meeting will be at the Saint Luke’s Council #5257, West
Prospect and Smith Street, Waldwick.

Remember our Deceased

Joseph Purcell
Edward McDonald
John Picarella
Donald Murphy

5427
1736
5427
5427

September 2016
November 2016
December 2016
February 2017

